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sia's professed disinterestedness and friendship for China was a land concession in Tientsin exacted by the Russian military (November, 1900). Similar concessions were immediately demanded by Belgium, France, Italy, Austria, and Japan.
The touchstone of Russian policy, however, was Manchuria. Attacks by the insurgents on the Chinese Eastern Railway in July, 1900, brought Russian armed intervention and the occupation of the whole of Manchuria. Once in possession of the coveted territories, the Russians showed no desire to leave, official assurances to the contrary notwithstanding. There followed tortuous negotiations conducted, in part, by Russian military commanders. Disclosure that the arrangements contemplated amounted to the establishment of a de facto Russian protectorate over Manchuria and called for the exclusion of foreigners caused the United States, Japan, and Great Britain to enter rigorous protests. St. Petersburg appeared to yield: on April 8, 1902, N.S., Russia signed a convention recognizing Chinese sovereignty over Manchuria and promising to evacuate her troops within eighteen months; the withdrawal was to be accomplished in three stages, at six months' intervals, that is, the last Russian troops were to leave in October, 1903. The first stage of the evacuation was completed in accordance with the agreement, but then a deadlock arose: St. Petersburg made further withdrawals conditional on "guarantees" similar to those demanded during the earlier negotiations. Prodded by Washington, Tokyo, and London, the Peking government demurred, and the Russian troops remained in Manchuria,
The vagaries of Russian policy were the product not so much of Machiavellism as of divided counsel among the tsar's advisers. Disagreement was one of method, not of aim: Witte and Lamsdorf favored peaceful penetration, while their opponents urged a reckless aggressive policy both in Manchuria and in Korea. Prominent among the latter were the promoters of the so-called Yalu concession. This mysterious enterprise originated at the end of 1897 when two well connected retired guards officers, V. M. Vonliarliarsky and A. M Bezobrazov, became interested in a vast timber concession on the Yalu and Tumen rivers on the northern border of Korea. Bezobrazov,
liance removed by the Russians from the bedchamber of the dowager empress of China, who had fled the capital. According to Witte, the embarrassing document was returned to the Chinese authorities as evidence that Russia remained faithful to the alliance.